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A. Course Specification & General Information:
	· Course Title: Nursing Research Methods
	· Mutah University 

	· Code: 1402472 
	· Faculty of Nursing

	· Credit Hours: 3 Credit Hours
	· Department of  Maternal & Child Health Nursing 

	· Summer Semester: 
	· Prerequisite/Parallel course:

Epidemiology and biostatistics course

	· Instructors: 

	Lecture Time: 


B. Course Description: 
This course is an introductory course to foundations of nursing research methods. The course aims to introduce nursing students to the basic concepts of research and its relationship to nursing theory and practice. Emphasis is placed on understanding the research process and on critiquing nursing research articles for the purpose of evaluating applicability to nursing practice.  Interpretation and dissemination of research findings, and advocacy and accountability in the conduct and use of research proposal are also stressed.  The course concludes with strategies to enable students to interpret, critique and utilize research findings. Students are expected to be active participants in the learning process and are requested to apply the steps of research process by designing a research proposal.
C. Objectives and Expected Learning Outcomes 

Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to: 
· Describe the steps in the research process. 

· Identify potential research questions related to nursing and interdisciplinary health care. 

· Identify major types of research methodology and the role of theory in each research method. 

· Discuss examples of outcomes research to assess health promotion and health care interventions including therapeutic nursing interventions. 

· Discuss ethical issues related to research studies. 

· Use critical thinking to examine outcomes research relevant to health care promotion and health interventions. 
D. Course Plan Distribution & Learning Resources  
	Learning Resources  
	Topics to be Covered
	Week

No.

	Text book

Polit, D. & Beck, C. (2022). Essentials of Nursing Research: Appraising Evidence for Nursing Practice (10th Edition). Lippincott Williams and Wilkins. Philadelphia


	Introduction to nursing research

&
Key concepts and Steps in Nursing Research
	1-

09-12/07

	
	Ethical issues in nursing research
&

Research Problems, Questions and Hypotheses
	2-

16-19/07

	
	Review of the literature

&

Overview of electronic databases (Practice)

	3-

23-26/07

	
	First exam is due on Tuesday  25/07/2023

	
	Quantitative research designs

Qualitative research designs

Populations and samples
	4-

30/07-02/08

	
	Data collection methods 

&

Measurement and collection of data
&

Statistical Analysis, Rigor and Interpretation

	5-

06-09/08

	
	Second exam is due on Sunday 13/08/2023

	
	Writing a Research Proposal
&

Sampling and Data Collection in Qualitative Studies
& 
Qualitative Analysis And Trustworthiness
	6-

13-16/08

	
	Presentation and discussion of study findings
& 

Critiquing Research Reports

	7-

20-23/08

	
	Final exam period as per university schedule
	8

27-31/08/2023


E. Teaching strategies to be used to develop that knowledge
	Teaching strategies 
	No 

	Lectures 
	1

	Group discussion and class activity
	2


F. Methods of assessment 
	Proportion of
 Final Assessment
	Assessment task  
	No.

	25%
	First Exam
	1.

	25%
	Second exam
	2.

	50%
	Final Exam
	3.

	(100%)
	Total


F. General Instructions:

	Additional Notes, office hours, attendance policy, etc….
	No

	· Additional Notes:

1. Students are expected to prepare for lectures by reading the assigned material, to get a maximum benefits from the lectures.
2. Students unable to take a scheduled exam are expected to present their excuse within 48 hours after returning to school. Make-up exams will be given only to students with acceptable excuse. Any missed exam will result in a grade of zero for that exam.

3. Cell phones should be turned off during lecture time. 
	

	· Attendance policy:
Attendance of lectures is a requirement. Arrival on time is expected. Students miss more than four lecture hours will be dismissed from the course (according to university policies).
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